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Abstract 
The current study used a temporal bisection task to investigate how fear influences the perception of short time durations. Spider 
phobic individuals (N=20) and non-phobic individuals (N=21) were asked to judge the duration of images containing spiders. 
Replicating previous research it was found that spider phobic participants more frequently overestimated the amount of time 
spent looking at images of spiders than non-phobic participants. Finally, spider phobic participants took longer to judge the 
duration of spider images (as measured by response time) than non-phobic participants. The findings are interpreted in terms of 
the operation of a switch mechanism within an internal clock.  
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